MISSION STATEMENT OF ST. BRIDGET CATHOLIC SCHOOL

SERVING STUDENTS IN GRADES PK-8

Where we Attend to the
Spiritual, Intellectual, Social, Emotional, and Physical needs of our students

Based upon the Gospel message of Jesus to “love one another as I have loved you” 

Within a

Safe, nurturing and academically stimulating environment

FEBRUARY, 2012
Dear Parents:
Catholic Schools’ Month was a celebratory time in so many ways for our school.  Our students once again shone in all areas – faith, academics and service.  Our 2nd graders presented an inspirational prayer service on unity; PK, K, and 1st grade students entertained us with a concert celebrating our school;  students in grades 4-8 participated in the National Geographic Geography Bee;  we replenished the St. Vincent de Paul food pantry; National Junior Honor Society members worked with the younger students on a variety of  dance and physical education skills;  there was Valentine making with family members; grades 2 and 3 made and “published” books; reading theaters; church “pilgrimages”; the piano/violin recital; a pep rally to celebrate our basketball and cheerleading teams – the list is endless!  The month culminated in a Mass with special intentions for our school followed by open house for prospective families. 
 Our Catholic school continues to foster a culture of educational excellence with an emphasis on moral education, community, and service as was so evidenced by the many activities that occurred throughout the month. God bless you for all that you do to make this possible.  We couldn’t do it without you – our wonderful parents!
Please look for information to be coming home for your support in reversing the new federal health care insurance edict which will require that all employers pay for health coverage which violates our First Amendment right to freedom of religion.  It would force Catholic institutions to pay for health insurance on matters that contradict our religious principles.  Archbishop Mansell is asking that we contact personally our two Connecticut U.S. Senators and our five U.S. Representatives.  Contact information will be on the website and will also be sent home with your child.  

Please keep our 3rd graders in your prayers as they prepare for the next sacrament on their journey of faith.  They will be celebrating the sacrament of Reconciliation on February 27th @ 9:30 in church.  

The Talent Show is coming:  mark your calendars for an incredible evening of fun and entertainment.  February 29th is the date.  The acts are out of this world and we can’t wait to see what those teachers have up their sleeve this year.  It sounds exciting and lots of fun!

During the week of March 12-16 our school will be jump roping and shooting hoops for hearts.  Mr. Vitale and Mrs. Marchak are coordinating this event for the school.  Activities will be held during gym classes; health classes will address the importance of heart health for a lifetime of fitness.
Our annual Science Fair will take place on February 6, 2012.  Students in grades 6, 7, 8 will present individual projects which will be judged by 13 area high school and middle school teachers and administrators.   Classroom projects will be on display for grades PK-5.  Please come and visit the exhibits on Monday 2/6/12 from 2:30-6:00 and on Tuesday, 2/7/12 from 9:00-2:00. Thank you to our science coordinator, Mr. Martens, for coordinating the fair.
CONGRATULATIONS!
Congratulations to the following 8th graders: Taylor Wade:  scholarship to Mercy High School; Mackenzie Dolishny: scholarships to Holy Cross, Northwest Catholic, and Mercy High, and Dan Herlihy, who received the Brother Robert, C.F.X. Scholarship to Xavier.  We are so very proud of all of our 8th grade students – each one of them brings unique and wonderful gifts and talents to our school community.
Congratulations to the winners of the National Geographic Geography Bee: 

· 1st place:  Blake Barberino

· 2nd place:  Christian Hakim

· 3rd place:  Patrick Klaas

Blake Barberino is now eligible to move on to the state finals!  We are so proud of all of our young competitors.

Our St. Bridget School Math Counts Team has something to cheer about.  Dan Herlihy, Christian Hakim, Rachael Krawiecki, and Tim Singler attended the competition at Yale along with their math teachers, Mr. Vlahos and Mrs. Fitzpatrick.  Dan Herlihy and Christian Hakim will be representing our school at the state level on March 10th at Hartford University.  Congratulations to all of these mathematicians and to all students who participated in the afterschool math counts lessons each week after school. So proud of all of you.

The following students won the school “K of C Spelling Bee”:

· Grade 4:  Carissa Soukup and Alexis Kennedy

· Grade 5:  Luke Riemann and Fiona McCormack

· Grade 6:  Caroline Kent and Megan Horvath

The next level of the competition will be held in early March.  Congratulations and good luck to these students!

St. Bridget Basketball teams have something to cheer about!  The 6th grade junior varsity girls’ team went 4-0 during the recently held St. Mary’s Tournament in Branford.  What an accomplishment for these young athletes!  Excellent sportsmanship and teamwork were so evident throughout these games.  Congratulations girls and a big call out to Coach Nastri and her assistants, Coach Kent and Coach Horvath.
8th grader, Lizzy Cretella, a member of our girls’ varsity team, was recently highlighted in The Cheshire Herald as “Athlete of the Week”.  Lizzy tops the team in points, rebounds, steals, and assists.  Lizzy excels in other areas as well.  She is an honor roll student, member of our student ministry, and altar server. Congratulations Lizzy!
AUCTION NEWS!
The air is electric with excitement!  The event of the year is one month away!  Our M.C. and auctioneer for the evening is Mr. Eric Hummel; entertainment will be provided by “DJ Internation”. There are items galore – something for everyone!!  Don’t miss out on this extraordinary evening!  Remember, all proceeds benefit the students of St. Bridget School.  Contact auction co-chairs Mrs. Lucia Nosal: lsnosal@yahoo.com or Mrs. Teresa Wable: teresawable@aol.com with any questions!  We hope to see you there!
HSA NEWS

Members of our HSA are already planning for our spring event for the children.  It will be an Easter Bunny Buffet replete with games, songs, and an Easter egg hunt.   Mark your calendars: the date is Saturday, March 24, 2012. More info to follow…
Other events to come:  

· Mother/Son Event:  

March 31st 

· Father/Daughter Dance: 
May 18th
The faculty and staff would like to thank Charlene Spreda and a long list of parent volunteers for providing the faculty and staff with a spectacular luncheon along with supplies of coffee, tea, and hot chocolate for the faculty room.  We thank all of the parents who graciously came to cover lunch and recess duties. The gifts of your time as well as your generosity are so very much appreciated by all. 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 22nd.  As we look forward to our “Lenten Journey” together, let our prayers unite us in our commitment to the growth of each one of our students as we work together to prepare the children to be productive, moral, and virtuous citizens of our world.

 Sincerely,
Mrs. Margaret Whalen

Principal
